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Charity Commission announces changes to annual return

The annual return which charities use to report their activities to the Charity
Commission will be undergoing changes in 2015, the regulator has announced.

The changes will come into force when charities complete their return for 2015,
at the end of their financial year. The revised annual return will include three
new questions, asking charities about their earnings and grants from
Government, their policy on paying staff, and whether they have reviewed
their controls to reduce the risk of financial loss.

The changes have been made following a full consultation, during which
charities were able to voice concerns about proposed changes to the return.
The changes have been introduced to make charities more accountable for
their actions, and to allow risks to be identified more easily.

Paula Sussex, Chief Executive of the Charity Commission said: "The
public rightly expects charities to be accountable and transparent. They also
expect us to regulate effectively and to use the tools at our disposal to do so.
This additional information will help achieve both aims."

For more details about the new annual return, click here ...
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We are specialist chartered accountants and lawyers providing accounting,
legal and advisory services for clients in the charity sector. Our members have
a wealth of knowledge and understanding of the sector, providing expert
support and assistance for charities ensuring Trustees discharge their
responsibilities properly as defined by Charity Law, guidance issued by the
Charity Commission and OSCR including the application of the SORP to the
annual report and accounts, audits and independent examinations and advice
on VAT, Gift Aid procedures, investments and funding.
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professional advice on specific issues. We believe the information contained in it to be
correct. While all possible care is taken in the preparation of the e-bulletin, no
responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from acting as a
result of the material contained herein can be accepted by the UK200Group, or its
member firms or the authors.
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UK200Group is an association of separate and independently owned and managed chartered accountancy firms
and lawyer firms. UK200Group does not provide client services and it does not accept responsibility or liability for
the acts or omissions of its members. Likewise, the members of UK200Group are separate and independent legal
entities, and as such each has no responsibility or liability for the acts or omissions of other members. This
message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-
mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission
cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed,
arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or
omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required
please request a hard-copy version.
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