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care needed when negotiating
with mobile network operators

Landowners should be careful when
negotiating lease terms with mobile
network operators (MNOs), who will
‘undoubtedly’ be reviewing their
leasing arrangements in light of the
Government’s plans to help eliminate
poor rural network coverage,
according to property specialists
Strutt and Parker.

In November 2014, the Department
for Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS)
launched a consultation on various
legislative proposals to reduce partial
‘mobile not spots’, meaning locations
covered by just one or two of the
four main MNOs operating in the
UK (EE, O2, Three and Vodafone).
The following month, Culture
Secretary Sajid Javid confirmed that

these companies had entered into a
binding deal with the DCMS that
includes an agreement to spend £5
billion collectively on improving
mobile infrastructure by 2017.
Speaking to the Farmers Guardian,
Strutt and Parker’s Head of Telecoms
Robert Paul claimed that MNOs
often quote ‘modernisation” when
making demands of landowners and
force them to sign new agreements
by threatening decommissioning
and loss of income. He pointed out
that they are only obliged to
concede where the modernisation
work is required by law, adding
“landowners are often unaware of
their rights when it comes to dealing
with telecoms.” Mr Paul continued:
“Landowners may be under the

impression there is an obligation for
them to permit access or provide
additional ground space to operators,
although this is not always the case.”

Read more about Mr Paul’s warning
http://bit.ly/12Wj94M

Read more about the agreement
with MNOs at:

http://bit.ly/1KFTLc3







The number of food growers and
manufacturers facing insolvency has
increased by 28% in the last year,
according to data provided by
Companies House.

The data revealed a leap from 114
food producers facing insolvency in
2013 to 146 in 2014. This includes
farmers, growers and food processing
firms, although it does not take into
account sole traders who are not
required to register with Companies
House. The figures contradict
liquidation rates across UK firms as a
whole, which dropped from 16,631
in 2012 to 14,092 in 2014.
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The UK200Group is a modern and proactive professional
membership association of independent chartered
accountants and lawyers which provides training and
business services to enhance the performance of member
firms. As well as being focused on the general small to
medium businesses, members have specialist knowledge
and experience of the agriculture, healthcare, charities,
legal and property and construction sectors to provide
effective support and advice in the areas of tax, financial
management, business planning and legal issues.

www.uk200group.co.uk

This newsletter has been prepared for general interest and it is important to
obtain professional advice on specific issues. We believe the information
contained in it to be correct. While all possible care is taken in the preparation of
this newsletter, no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or
refraining from acting as a result of the material contained herein can be
accepted by the UK200Group, or its member firms or the author.

UK200Group is an association of separate and independently owned and
managed accountancy and lawyer firms. UK200Group does not provide client
services and it does not accept responsibility or liability for the acts or omissions
of its members. Likewise, the members of UK200Group are separate and
independent legal entities, and as such each has no responsibility or liability for
the acts or omissions of other members.

insolvency increase for food producers

It has been suggested that the
increasing number of insolvency
cases among food producers may be
due to the price war between UK
supermarkets, which has caused
retailers to drive down supply chain
prices in order to maintain profit
margins. In addition, food producers
are reportedly facing cash flow
problems due to delayed payments
from retailers, and increasing
requests for producers to provide
financial contributions towards the
marketing and shelf positioning of
products.

However, Andrew Opie, Director of
Food and Sustainability at the British
Retail Consortium, has responded to
the claims by commenting that it
was “far too simplistic to blame

retailers.” He added that “retailers
operate in a highly regulated supply
chain with a strict code of practice
governing contracts and an
adjudicator appointed by Parliament
specifically to ensure fair dealing”.

Read more at:
http://bit.ly/Tu320nZ

countryside stewardship scheme

The Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has
published details of its new
environmental management scheme
for England. Countryside
Stewardship, which will encourage
diversity and focus on ‘quality not
quantity” as a priority. According to
Farmers’ Weekly, this new approach
is likely to result in the amount of
English farmland covered by an agri
environment scheme reducing from
around 70% in 2014 to no more
than 40% by 2020, creating
‘winners and losers’ in relation to the
£900 million worth of funding
available. The Countryside
Stewardship scheme is expected to
open to applications in July 2015
and will replace Environmental
Stewardship (ES), the England
Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS)
and part of the Catchment Sensitive
Farming (CSF) Programme.

Payments will be awarded via
Countryside Stewardship
agreements, available from 2016,
and Countryside Stewardship capital
grants, expected to be available in
2015. Higher Tier agreements will
cover the most environmentally

important sites and woodlands and
Mid Tier agreements will address
widespread environmental issues
such as water pollution.

Two types of capital grant will be
available: universal grants to fund
activities related to issues such as
tree health, hedges and boundaries,
and woodland management; and
targeted grants to fund
improvements to water quality.
Farmers applying to the scheme will
have to choose from more than 100
environmental management action
‘options’, such as managing
hedgerows and maintaining areas of
grassland with low inputs, although
the exact number of options
available will depend on what type
of agreement or grant they are
applying for. They will be able to see
what the Countryside Stewardship
priorities are for their own and local
land during the application process,
enabling them to increase their
chances of a successful application
by choosing options most likely to
benefit their local area.

Read more at:
http://bit.ly/1BD8QHO




